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NOTES FROM ABROAD, 

By Ira M. Prick. 



That a new interest has sprung up among Americans in Semitic and Old 
Testament studies is evidenced by our large representation in that department of 
the University at Leipzig. Of the sixty-four Americans present, ten are devoting 
themselves to Semitic studies; of these ten, eight with onlxj half as many Germans 
constitute the members (12) of the first course in Assyrian. Very characteristic- 
ally the Americans seize upon Assyrian,the most practical and important lan- 
guage, after Hebrew, for Old Testament interpretation. 

The advantages in the Semitic department of work during the present semes- 
ter speak for themselves : — 
Baur: Interpretation of Isaiah. 

Delitzsch, Franz: 1) Genesis, 2) Biblical Theology of the Old Testament, 8) 
Mishna Aboth (Pirke Aboth), 4) Selected portions of the Book of Ezekiel, 
5) Anglo-American Exegetical Society. 
Delitzsch, Friedr. : 1) Hebrew Grammar, 2) The Old Testament in the light of 
Cuneiform Researches, 3) Assyrian, Course I., 4) Interpretation of second 
half of Vol. V. of "Cuneiform Inscriptions of Western Asia," 5) Syriac for 
beginners. 
Ebers. Georg : Egyptian Grammar, or an Introduction to the Egyptian Script and 

Language, for beginners. 
Fleischer: 1) Interpretation of Firdausi's Schalmame, 2) Interpretation of Quran 

according to Beidhawi, 3) Arabic Syntax, 4) Turkish Grammar. 
Guthe: 1) Introduction to the Old Testament, 2) The giving of the Laws of Deu- 
teronomy. 
Konig: 1) Exercises in Hebrew Grammar for beginners, 2) Systematic Presenta- 
tion of the Religious Elements of Paganism mentioned in the Bible. 
Krehl: 1) Interpretation of Spicelcgiiim Syriac of Cureton, 2) Interpretation of 
the Collection of Traditions of Buehavi, 3) Exposition of Dillmann's Ethi- 
opic Chrestomathy. 
Byssel: Interpretation of the Psalms. 
Schreiber : Introduction to the science of Archaeology. 

Other departments of work are equally well represented especially Classical 
Philology, by such men as Windisch, Lipsius, Curtius, Lange and Ribbeck. 

Several new works have just appeared which will be of special interest to 
biblical scholars. Among them may be mentioned, " Alttestamentliche Theolo- 
gie" by Dr. Herman Schultz, Professor, of Theology in University of Gottingen; 
" Das alte Testament bei Jonannis" by Lie. A. H. Eranke, privat docent in Uni- 
versity of Halle ; the third and last section (Lieferung) of the first part of the 
second half of Dr. A. Kohler's •' Lehrbuch der Biblischen Geschichte Alten Testa- 
ments." It carries the history of Israel to the division of the Kingdom, and con- 
tains in addition two important chronological appendices. 

The Wagner'sche University book publishing house in Innsbruck will under- 
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take, in view of the significance -which the Talmud has held in the anti-Semitic 
movement, now for the first time to publish a complete translation and exposition 
of the Babylonian Talmud in German. The translation will be made probably by 
the most thorough talmudical scholar of the present time, G. Bickell ; it will be 
scientific, and bring within easy reach a store of hitherto almost inaccessible 
wealth, which is contained in the Talmud for the exposition of the Old and New 
Testaments and Hebrew Archaeology. The work will appear in from 30 to 35 
sections (Lieferungen). 

Mr. O. W. Budge of the British Museum will edit, says the Athenaeum, in the 
"Anecdota Oxoniensia" (Semitic series) the Syriac text, with an English transla- 
tion, of the "Book of the Bee," written by Salomon, Metropolitan of Bosrah, in 
the first half of the twelfth century. The edition is based on manuscripts in the 
Bodleian Library, in the British Museum, in the Boyal Asiatic Society, and the 
library of Munich. From the last Dr. Schonf elder made his Latin translation in 
1866. " The Book of the Bee " is full of quaint and curious traditions about the 
principal persons in the Old and New Testaments, and it closes with a chapter on 
everlasting punishment. 

The fourth volume of Rawlinson's " Cuneiform Inscriptions of Western 
Asia" being out of print, a new edition printed from type instead of lithographed, 
is expected to appear during this month. It will be a decided improvement upon 
lithograph. 

The second edition of Professor Friedrich Delitzsch's "Assyrische Lese- 
stucke " is also out of print; the third edition will appear in April with, it is said, 
important additions from Sumerian, and also with what will almost double the 
value of the work, a complete glossary of all its contained texts. . 

It is also stated that Professor Franz Delitzsch will soon issue the fifth edi- 
tion of his " Commentary on Genesis." 

Professor Caspar Rene Gregory, the American privat docent in the Theological 
Faculty, is spending the winter in Paris, preparing the second part of the " Pro- 
legomena" to the New Testament. 

Professor Heinrich Brugsch, privat docent of Egyptology in Berlin, is on an 
embassy of the German government in Persia, and so will not complete the second 
half of his "Religion und Mythologie der alten Aegypter" until his return. 

Probably the most comprehensive and complete Arabic Grammar, if size is 
an index of completeness, ever published is now going through the "Allahabad 
Government Press." Its title is, "A Grammar of the Classical Arabic Language," 
translated and compiled from the Works of the most approved Native and 
Naturalized Authors. By M. S. Howell. Volume II. will be completed in four 
parts. Its size may be approximated when it is known that the part on the Noun 
alone consists of 861 pages. The whole work partakes of the nature of a compila- 
tion, and that necessarily so, being, as it is, a series of translations. It is time 
that scholars were comprehending the fact that a grammar of fifty, one, two, three 
or five hundred years back is by no means a grammar for to-day. The above is 
only one of many examples that might be mentioned where men are to-day worse 
than wasting their time in compiling material that is utterly devoid of any real, 
scientific, practical arrangement, and that serves rather to confuse than aid the 
student. But there is some valuable material in this work. It contains a Chron- 
ological List of the principal Grammarians, Lexicographers, Philologists, Readers, 
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Commentators, etc., from A. D. 40 to A. D. 911, and also a "Glossary of Tech- 
nical Terms " likely to prove most useful to the student of Arabic. 

The "Sons of the East" are awaking to the fact that reform is necessary 
even in the study of languages. The Sultan of Turkey, with the view of abridg- 
ing the course without impairing its quality, has determined on founding a special 
medresseh for teaching Arabic on a scientific basis. For this purpose he has pur- 
chased from the funds of the civil list the property of the Gnedik Pasha Theatre 
in Constantinople. 

In surveying the year 1884 we find that the department of Oriental studies 
has lost by death some valuable men. Among the number on the continent spec- 
ial mention may be made of the following : — 

Prof. M. Bergeiner, Orientalist in Bozen, aged 83 years. 

Prof. R. P. A. Dozy, Professor of Oriental Languages in the University of 
Leyden, aged 63 years. 

Prof. Francis Lenormant, Librarian of the National Library, and Professor of 
Archaeology in Paris, aged 43 years. 

Prof. K. R. Lepsius, Professor of Egyptology in the University of Berlin, 
aged 73 years. 

Leipzig, January 1st. 188o. 



